
American Heart Association Recognizes Volunteer for  

Excellence in Advocacy, Years of Service 

  

MORRISVILLE, December 15, 2011 – Peg O’Connell, JD was honored with the 2011 Dr. 
Robert Blackburn Award for Advocacy Excellence by the North Carolina American Heart 
Association Advocacy Coordinating Committee.  

The award, presented at the Advocacy Coordinating Committee’s fall/winter meeting, 
recognizes individuals for outstanding achievement in advocacy and decades of volunteer 
service.  
        O’Connell, Senior Advisor for Government and Legislative Affairs at Fuquay Solutions, is a 
founding member of the NC AHA Advocacy Committee and has helped build a robust and highly 
regarded program.  Her service spans over twenty years and includes participation in both state 
and federal lobby days.  O’Connell serves as a coach and role model to new advocates.    
O’Connell’s volunteer work also extends to involvement with the American Heart Association 
Triangle Heart Walk, Heart Ball, and Go Red for Women movement. 

Yolanda Dickerson, Chair of the NC AHA Advocacy Coordinating Committee said “Peg 
O’Connell has given so much of her time and talents to improve the health of our state. She is a 
positive force that not only gets results as an individual, but influences those around her to act 
as well.”  

Currently O’Connell serves as the American Heart Association and American Stroke 
Association Representative for the Justice Warren Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Task 
Force and is a member of the North Carolina Advocacy Coordinating Committee.  

“I am honored to volunteer with the American Heart Association and to play a small part 
in the important work they do. This recognition of my service means a great deal to me,” said 
O’Connell.  “I am especially honored because this volunteer recognition award was named for 
Dr. Bob Blackburn—he is personal hero of mine and a man committed to improving the health 
of North Carolina.” 

For more information about the American Heart Association advocacy program and 
You’re The Cure Grassroots Network, please contact the AHA at 919.463.8328 or 
betsy.vetter@heart.org. 

  
# # # # 

About the American Heart Association 
The American Heart Association is devoted to saving people from heart disease and stroke – America’s No. 1 and 
No. 3 killers. We team with millions of volunteers to fund innovative research, fight for stronger public health 
policies, and provide lifesaving tools and information to prevent and treat these diseases. The association is the 
nation’s oldest and largest voluntary organization dedicated to fighting heart disease and stroke. To learn more or 
join us, call 1-800-AHA-USA1or any of our offices around the country, or visit heart.org. 
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